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Of Inquiries

Villepinists like to hold fake inquiries. So the Stop the War
Coalition (yes, they still exist – we were surprised too) are planning
to hold an inquiry into the conduct of the Iraq war, along the lines
of the so-called International War Crimes Tribunal of 1967
dedicated to demonising the Americans and their allies for their
conduct in the Vietnam war. No doubt the same mixture of daft
conspiracy theories, facts taken out of all context and wilful
ignorance of the evils of the totalitarian enemies against whom
America and her allies were fighting will be on display. So while any
act by American forces will be picked and worried to death by this
inquiry, one can be sure that they won't pay much attention to the
record of Saddam's regime, just as the left has largely ignored the
crimes of the communist regime in Vietnam before, during and
after the Vietnam war.

It's not going to be an ‘inquiry’ in the sense of a quest to discover
what really happened. Everybody knows in advance what its
conclusion will be, it is as foregone as the result of one of Stalin's
show trials. This makes an interesting contrast with another inquiry
that is going on right now – the Hutton Inquiry. Despite attempts
to forecast that the government will be exonerated or damned
nobody really knows what the outcome will be. The reason is
simple: genuine inquiries are held when the truth is hard to find and
one wants to make every possible effort to find it. Since we don't
know the truth about the circumstances surrounding Kelly's death
we don't know what the inquiry will find. A real inquiry requires an
interest in the truth, whether or not it fits one's preconceptions, and
that is absent from everything the Stop the War Coalition and other
Villepinists do.
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War in Irak

By the way, where is Bin Laden?

by a reader on Sat, 09/06/2003 - 11:29 | reply

Bin Laden? Probably dead - why'd you ask?

FWIW, I reckon Bin Laden is dead: probably scorched onto the walls
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of a cave somewhere in his Impregnable Mountain Fortress (TM).
Funny how we haven't actually seen anything of him since around
the time we started bombing his Impregnable Mountain Fortress
(TM) at Tora-Bora. There've been a few audio tapes of someone
who sounds like him, but nothing unambiguous. Until we get solid
evidence he's alive I'm betting he's dead. But what does that have
to do with Iraq, anyway?
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